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OCTOBER 2008

President’s Letter
It’s been 25 years since Houston experienced a direct hit by

a major hurricane, and many of us have forgotten the degree of
destruction wreaked by high winds and horizontal rain. While
most folks had seemingly sufficient stores of batteries, candles
and bagged ice, few could have predicted the lack of electrical
power for nearly two weeks and, for some, lack of warm run-
ning water.

While contemplating the situation in dark and humid homes,
I’m sure many have formulated a different game plan for the
next major storm — and there will be others —  possibly worse
than this one. Hurricane Ike was “only” a Category 2 storm upon
making landfall near Galveston. I hope everyone made it through
Ike safely and without damage to life and property. Some fared
better than others.

The reconstruction effort will go on for some time. A cur-
sory look around the ‘hood shows extensive damage to fences,
roofs, and vegetation. Many folks have electricians, roofers, fenc-
ers, plumbers, tree guys…the list goes on…that you’ve used
and are satisfied with the quality of their work. A great opportu-
nity to share this valuable information with your neighbors is
coming soon: National Night Out (NNO) on Tuesday, Oct. 7 at
7 pm in Lamar Park on Hyde Park Boulevard between Waugh
and Commonwealth.

National Night Out is America’s Night Out against crime.
Founded 25 years ago, the NNO campaign involved citizens, law
enforcement agencies, civic groups, businesses, neighborhood
organizations and local ofcials from over 10,000 communities
from all 50 states, US territories, Canadian cities and military
bases worldwide. In all, over 35 million people participated in
NNO in 2007. NNO is designed to:

• Heighten crime and drug prevention awareness;
• Generate support for, and participation in, local anti-

crime programs;
• Strengthen neighborhood spirit and police-community

partnerships; and
• Send a message to criminals letting them know that

neighborhoods are organized neighborhoods are or-
ganized and fighting back.

In Hyde Park, we celebrate with a big party in Lamar Park
catered by many of our favorite Montrose-area restaurants such
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as: Aladdin’s Mediterranean, Niko Niko’s Greek, Riva’s Italian,
La Mexicana, 1308 Cantina Fusion, Nidda Thai, the Acadian Bak-
ery, and Christy’s Donuts. Tables, a few chairs and heavenly des-
serts will be provided by Pastor Lura Groen and the flock from
Grace Lutheran Church. Rudyard’s British Pub will once again
loan us the “suds.” For teetotalers, HPU will provide iced tea
and water. There aren’t any home-grown Schipper lemon-limes
this year (crop failure?) — only Satsuma oranges and they’re
still looking pretty green!

Our special guest, Cynthia Greenwood, Hyde Park United
secretary, performing arts critic and former Houston Press clas-
sical arts reviewer, will give a fascinating and informative talk
about Mr. William Shakespeare and sign copies of her new book,
The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Shakespeare’s Plays. Books will
be available for sale at $17 per copy. Cynthia will inscribe your
favorite Shakespearean quote and has a great list of quotes from
which to choose.

Please join us for this annual celebration!
Kathy Schipper, President
Hyde Park Civic Association

Tuesday, Oct. 7
25th Annual National Night Out
7:00 pm in Lamar Park
Come for the free food, beer & fun

Monday, Nov. 3
7:15 pm in Grace Lutheran Church
2525 Waugh Dr. @ Missouri
Claude Wynn on Montrose Boulevard
Conservancy redevelopment plans

Monday, Dec. 1
Annual Holiday Party
at Riva’s Italian Restaurant

UPCOMING MEETINGS

Deadline for November newsletter: Wed., Oct. 22

http://www.hydeparkunited.org
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1311 Willard, Suite 1 ✦ Houston, Texas 77006-1111

713.522.4546
FAX 713.529.9554 ✦ WEB www.laserinktx.com

HOURS  Mon–Fri 8:30AM–5:30 PM

Toner & Ink Jet
New & Compatible

Printer Repairs
Fast & Affordable

Since

1988

Property Taxes TOO HIGH?
I’m a Neartown resident and can help.

Flat fee.  Call for a free review.

Property and Other Tax Consulting

Laura Mullen
Mullen Consulting, LLC
1922 Lexington Street

(713) 526-5978
 lmullen@mullenconsultingllc.com

Yesterday’s Service
Today’s Technology

$14.95 Oil & Filter Change
with this Ad

1759 Westheimer
Houston, Texas 77098

Fax 713-529-8065
713-529-5855AAA Approved

For the past few years, HPU has benefited from the ex-
traordinary talents of our newsletter editor, George Sroka. I
can’t say enough good things about George. Under his guid-
ance, the newsletter blossomed into a highly readable, beauti-
fully rendered production with each issue displaying clever,
appropriately-chosen clipart and great typefaces. In addition,
he discovered and corrected many grammatical and spelling
errors without lecture or fuss — making me sound so much
smarter than I really am!!

The HPU board always wished the civic association could
afford a color printed version of the newsletter — so easily
achieved in the online version. Check out
www.hydeparkunited.org and click on “newsletter” to sample
his work. Perhaps George’s greatest asset was his penchant
for humor and having an easygoing personality. I don’t know

how many times I was close to having a “core meltdown” and
George would email me something drop-dead funny, and I
could do nothing but laugh and laugh. It’s a classic under-
statement to say that we’ll miss him — but WE LOVE YOU and
WILL MISS YOU GEORGE!!!

As further testament to George’s honorable nature, he
didn’t leave the editorial position until he found a suitable
replacement. And, what a replacement she is! Macy
Bodenhamer brings a background in writing and newsletter
production. Specifically, she has 15 years experience in cor-
porate communications, marketing and public relations and
recently started her own consulting business. She has lived in
Montrose for 14 years and lives on Yoakum. WELCOME
ABOARD MACY!!!

— submitted by Kathy Schipper

So long, farewell, Auf wiedersehen, goodbye
Sroka retires as newsletter editor, Macy Bodenhamer taking over

Recycling program suspended, heavy trash pickup revised
The City of Houston notified Hyde Park after Hurricane Ike that the recycling program has been

suspended until further notice. Do NOT set out your recycling bins until notified that the city recycling
program has resumed.

And beginning in October, heavy trash pickup will alternate monthly between “tree waste” and
“junk waste.”  For example, the city will pick up “junk waste” in October, “tree waste” in November,
“junk waste” in December and so on.

SUSPENDED

http://www.hydeparkunited.org
mailto:lmullen@mullenconsultingllc.com
http://www.laserinktx.com
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Preparations for 2009 Home Tour and
Art Sale underway; volunteers needed

New Neighborhood
Barbershop

For Appointment: (713) 942-0956

1329 Peden St., Houston 77006

Licensed Master Barber
Billie Bowman: Owner/Operator

The Home Selection Subcommittee will make home visits
soon to determine which homes to include on the Home Tour
in April 2009. We are still accepting nominations, so please
send them ASAP to Allyson Wilkinson at
hometour2009@hydeparkunited.org.

In addition, the following volunteer positions need staffing.
If anything interests you, please let Allyson know. We have three
critical needs:

1) we need someone to keep up with the copy deadlines
of a list of publications such as The Houston Chronicle, Hous-
ton Press, River Oaks Examiner, various decorating maga-
zines, OutSmart, etc. All you have to do is keep up with the
deadlines and send them a pre-written press release.

2) We also need someone to do publicity. Just call the
Chronicle or any reporter you know, and get some interviews.
Throw yourself in the Dolphin Fountain, whatever. Just get some
publicity.

3) We need an artist to coordinate the artists. This
shouldn’t be too hard. You just collect a set up fee of $25 and
let the artist figure out where they want to set up their stuff at
the church. If there is going to be an art sale, we need an artist
to coordinate. If would be neat to have the Art League involved
and/or various local schools and universities to display stu-
dent artwork. And $25 is a bargain. Artists keep ALL PROF-
ITS from sales.

Contact hometour2009@hydeparkunited.org to fill one
of the positions below. Unfilled positions are printed in BOLD
and are marked with an ✘:

Chairperson — ALLYSON WILKINSON
Co-chair — KATHY SCHIPPER
Visit Committee — JEAN GARWOOD,

MARGUERITE BELKIN, MARK NIU

Florist — provided by GEORGIA’S FLOWERS
Gift to homeowners — provided by SET FOR LIFE
Photography — SARA FERNANDEZ
Descriptions for brochure — MARK NIU
✘ Publicity OPEN (need one or two persons)
✘ Newspaper, Publications OPEN (need one respon-

sible person to keep up with copy deadlines of several publi-
cations. The article is already written.)

Signs, Balloons, Flyers — SARA FERNANDEZ,
KATHY SCHIPPER

Press Release — MARGUERITE BELKIN
✘ Volunteer Staffing in homes, etc  OPEN  (no need

for lengthy speeches, just keep a watchful eye on visitors)
Raffle item — donated by SUR LA TABLE
Banking/Bookkeeping — CARLOS FERNANDEZ
Homeowner Liaison — JEAN GARWOOD
Church Coordinator — KATHY SCHIPPER
Tickets - Printing — SARA FERNANDEZ
✘ Ticket Sales — OPEN (at church on day of tour)
Security — JEAN GARWOOD
PayPal — DAVID CENTANNI
✘ Clean up following tour OPEN (lots of warm bodies)
Booties, Shoe Covers — KATHY SCHIPPER
Home Initial Identification

and Owner Contact — JEAN GARWOOD
Note Cards — SARA FERNANDEZ
✘ Church Set up  OPEN (need lots of warm bodies)
✘ Day of Tour Coordinators OPEN (follow a checklist)
✘ VIPs  OPEN (send invitation and free ticket)
✘ Artist Coordinator OPEN ( liaison to artists and

find location within church)
Email hometour2009@hydeparkunited.org to volunteer.
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Flowers Etc. by Georgia
All Occasions

Georgia Lakey

1818 Waugh Drive, Houston, TX 77006
Cell 713-724-5391   Fax 713-526-1591

713-524-3989

HPU wishes to extend a heartfelt
THANK YOU to Bill and Brenda Neal for
serving as the newsletter distribution
team. Even though we knew the Neals
would only be available on a temporary
basis, they have conscientiously and re-
sponsibly performed this duty since
January 2008 — and done so with a
SMILE. Because of their selfless effort,
the HPU President was able to relax a
bit and focus attention on vexing neigh-
borhood problems.

And now, unfortunately for me, the
position is once again OPEN. Duties in-
clude: 1) picking up the newsletters

from Kwik Kopy, 2) sorting them into
26 stacks, 3) grouping stacks into four
bundles, 4) delivering the bundles to
four homes, and 5) having a glass of
your favorite beverage — you’re done.

Once you get a system down, it takes
1.5 – 2 hours per month. This is an ideal
job for a retired person(s), or some-
one who works from home or has
flexible hours. It’s not terribly difficult,
just slighty time-consuming. If inter-
ested, please contact Kathy Schipper at
president@hydeparkunited.org. I would
really APPRECIATE it!

— submitted by Kathy Schipper

Bill and Brenda Neal handled newsletter distribution since January. Thank
you for your time and service to Hyde Park.

Volunteer(s) needed to take
over newsletter distribution

For those Hyde Parkers who lost
trees in the City right-of-way due to the
storm, you may obtain a replacement
tree sometime near the end of October
or early November.

Available species include bald cy-
press. Shumard red oak, burr oak,
sawtooth oak, live oak, Texas ash,
lacebard elm, American elm, cedar elm,

American Holy,
loblolly pine, Chi-
nese pistache,
Mexican Buckeye,
sycamore and the

anaqua (Sandpaper
tree). A mixed bunch

order for (100) 15-gallon trees has
already been placed including a request
for a sampling of unusual, native Texas
species. Contact Kathy Schipper at
president@hydeparkunited.org for
more information or to request a tree
or two.

Remember — these trees are for
the city right of way only. And
homeowners will have to sign a form
stating the tree(s) will be planted on City
of Houston property and will be fed and
watered until established.

Replace fallen
trees in city
right of way
with free ones
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Join your neighbors at National Night Out Oct. 7 in Lamar Park

W.K. HILL AWNING CO.
Custom Manufacturers of Canvas Goods - Since 1894

713-526-1347
Awnings • Canopies • Privacy Panels • Cushions

Free Estimates

INTRODUCTION
AND OFFICER REPORTS

The September 2008 meeting of the
Hyde Park United (HPU) Civic Associa-
tion was held at Nidda Thai Restau-
rant on Saturday, September 6.  It was
a casual affair and about 12 HPU resi-
dents were present. The lunch meeting
was held on a Saturday afternoon instead
of the normal Monday evening to accom-
modate Labor Day.

Kathy Schipper began the meet-
ing by asking all of those present to in-
troduce themselves. Kathy asked for a
motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report,
as briefly highlighted by Carlos
Fernandez, Treasurer.

Kathy then suggested that the
group entertain a motion to approve the
minutes from the August 2008 meeting.
The August minutes were then approved.

Hyde Park United Civic Association Meeting Minutes: Sept. 6, 2008
NEW BUSINESS

Lamar Park
Jean Garwood gave a demonstra-

tion of the different categories of giving
available to support Lamar Park.
Kathy also noted that she has forms to
distribute at each meeting that allow resi-
dents to donate money to the Houston
Parks and Recreations Board and de-
duct it as a charitable donation.

Alternative
Transportation Proposal
Robin Holzer discussed an alter-

native transportation proposal and of-
fered handouts to all those present at
the meeting. Members voted in favor of
a proposal for HPU to join other inner
city communities seeking alternative
forms of public transportation in Hous-
ton. A question was raised about whether
or not HPU is required to donate money
to the organization supporting the pro-

posal. By supporting the proposal, how-
ever, HPU is not required to give a do-
nation.

Deed Restrictions Committee
Members supported the Deed Re-

strictions Committee request for autho-
rization to be reimbursed for copying
and digital formatting needed to enforce
the deed restrictions. Carlos added that
original documents created by the com-
mittee should be kept in HPU’s safety
deposit box.

A member present expressed grati-
tude to the HPU board for all recent ef-
forts it has made to protect the
neighborhood’s trees.

There was a motion to adjourn the
September meeting, followed by a sec-
ond. The motion carried and the meet-
ing adjourned.

— Submitted by Cynthia Green-
wood, Secretary

Join your neighbors at National Night Out Oct. 7 in Lamar Park
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LINA’S
CLEANING

SERVICE

(713 528-2791
REFERENCES    REASONABLE RATES   SINCE 1989

BLOCK CAPTAIN, HYDE PARK UNITED C.A.
832-282-5462 (LINA)

The August meet-
ing featured a presen-
tation by Victor
Gonzalez who works
out of the Mayor’s Anti-
Gang office. Mr.
Gonzalez is a civilian

who works for HPD, counseling high-risk
youth. He has been with the anti-gang of-
fice for more than 10 years, but has been
counseling youth for the past 23 to 25 years.

Because of his extensive background
and experience with troubled youth, he was
invited by HPD to join the Anti-Gang office.
In his talk to the PIP group, he discussed
gangs and gang activity, and also discussed
the signs we can look for to see of certain
activity is really gang related or simply young
‘taggers’ exhibiting and displaying their
graffiti art expertise.

He did say that our immediate neigh-
borhood does not have a major gang prob-
lem but did describe the typical characteris-
tics of a gang member; are of all ethnicities,
both male and female and of all socio-eco-
nomic backgrounds; many come from
homes with little or no supervision or pa-
rental involvement. They are often low aca-
demic performers, truants, and may cause

PIP
Positive
Interaction
Program

Report

disciplinary issues at home and school. They
tend to have low self-esteem, and are usu-
ally indifferent, aggressive, angry, and apa-
thetic because they feel hopeless.

As part of our regular meeting, we also
heard from Captain Mark Holloway, who
heads up Central Division. Capt. Holloway
did not report much in the way of crime in
our neighborhood but did through out a
challenge for everyone to participate in re-
ducing incidences of crime: lock up your
house and close the garage door – it’s time
for the citizens to take responsibility

Officer Wayne Pate reminded everyone
that National Night Out has been switched
this year from August to October 7 in order
to avoid the August heat.

Please report or fax to the Storefront
your non-emergency complaints or prob-
lems utilizing the Central District One PIP
“Citizen Complaint Form,” a copy of
which is available on our website. Fax the
form to HPD Storefront: (713) 284-8616

The purpose of PIP (Positive Interac-
tion Program) is to facilitate an exchange
of information between the Houston Police
Department (HPD) and neighborhood resi-
dents, using monthly community meetings
as a forum. — Reported by Tom Greer

Bomar Dan Schnorr 832-455-7135

California/Westheimer Kathy Schipper 713-522-2538

Commonwealth Neal Boggiano 713-524-5795

Commonwealth Apts. Libby Cook 713-522-0584

Fairview/Van Buren Tom Greer 713-526-9149

Hyde Park & Apts. Linda Carter 713-524-2952

Hyde Park Crescent Carlos Fernandez 713-520-7017

Hyde Park Townhomes Jean Garwood 713-807-1228

Indiana/Yupon Brigette Wignall 281-788-8011

Jackson Doug Prince 713-471-6816

Maryland Chris Lemus 713-528-1673

Michigan Tom Whitworth 713-523-8035

Missouri Jeanne Wallace 713-528-0834

Montrose Sara Fernandez 713-520-7017

Peden Kelly Laskosky 713-522-1988

Vermont Sharon Lord 713-522-9427

Waugh Sue Chin 713-522-3231

Welch Scott Whitley 713-545-1497

West Drew Alice McCarthy 713-521-5807

West Gray/Hazel Scott & Lina Rigrod 713-528-2791

Willard Camille Bogel 713-526-7625

Yoakum Ryan Levy 713-319-7376

BLOCK CAPTAINS
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HYDE PARK HURRICANE IKE SCRAPBOOK SEPT. 2008 — photos by Sara and Carlos Fernandez

Two common sights throughout Hyde Park after
Hurricane Ike: fallen tree branches & toppled fences.

This fallen tree on Vermont (right) took the power lines with it and
stayed in the middle of the street for several days, making it the
subject of an article in The Houston Chronicle.
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/hurricane/ike/6023784.html

More scenes of damage
throughout Hyde Park.

The post-hurricane ritual (right) of waiting in line at
Kroger’s on West Gray for ice while we collectively waited
for the return of electricity and traffic lights to the ‘hood..
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®

®

1405 Waugh Dr.
Just north of West Gray across from Luby’s

713.526.2273
Fax 713.521.0124
rokk43@sbcglobal.net

FedEx
Authorized
ShipCenter

For all of your
printing and
copying needs
… and more

  Join your neighbors Tuesday, Oct. 7,
at 7 p.m. in Lamar Park* for the
25th Annual National Night Out

Free Food

& Drink

Thanks to area restaurants and bars.

See the list of generous contributors

in the President’s Letter on page 1.

THE GOALS OF NATIONAL NIGHT OUT:
• Heighten crime and drug prevention awareness;
• Generate support for, and participation in, local anticrime programs;
• Strengthen neighborhood spirit and police-community partnerships; and
• Send a message to criminals that neighborhoods
   are organized and fighting back.

Meet your
neighbors

Hey, you probably met them after the

hurricane … and they weren’t THAT scary.

So come share some food and conversation.

* Lamar Park is on Hyde Park Boulevard between Waugh and Commonwealth

SHAKESPEARE IN THE PARK:
Cynthia GreenwoodCynthia GreenwoodCynthia GreenwoodCynthia GreenwoodCynthia Greenwood, Hyde

Park United secretary, will sell
and sign copies of her new
book, The Complete Idiot’s
Guide to Shakespeare’s Plays.


