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A publication of the Hyde Park United Civic Association
P.O. Box 66422 ■ Houston, Texas 77266
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www.hydeparkunited.org

President’s Letter
My fellow Hyde Parkers,
In response to HPU complaints of speeding, cut-

through traffic, and hazardous pathways for bikes and
pedestrians, the Department of Public Works (DPW) provided not one, but three senior level managers/civil engineers to
address neighborhood concerns at the February meeting. Gary Drabek, Chad Zorn, and Richard Smith fielded questions from
residents and discussed potential solutions as well as the ramifications of choosing a solution that merely creates new problems.
All in all, it was a very insightful talk. (See the Minutes on page 5 for details.)

As a result of input generated at the meeting, the DPW will conduct a Neighborhood Traffic Study within the borders of Hyde
Park United. Specifically, West Gray to the north, Westheimer to the south, Montrose to the east, and an uneven border along
Yupon to the west. Before the official study begins, HPU needs to hear from all residents with a complaint regarding speeding,
cut-through traffic, et cetera.

Email your traffic comments and complaints to president@hydeparkunited.org. If you don’t have email capability, please
write it up and post or drop it off in the mailbox at 1118 California. Give as much detail as you can, i.e., who, when, where, what,
why, and how. If you know the solution to a problem, please include your thoughts.

Read my lips: the absolute deadline is April 10. I will mail it on the 11th. Please get this information to me ASAP so I
can complete the paperwork in a timely manner.

We are fortunate to have the attention of City officials; let’s give ‘em an earful! Kathy Schipper, President, Hyde Park United

Monday,
March 3
at 7:15 PM
Grace Lutheran Church,
2525 Waugh Dr. @ MissourI

Deadline for April newsletter: Wed., March 26

Next
Meeting

Submit comments/suggestions for traffic study of Hyde Park before April 10

Donate or sign up now for
AIDS Walk-Houston March 9

AIDS Walk-Houston 2008 is happening Sunday, March 9,
at Sam Houston Park near downtown Houston.

AND DONATING IS EASY as 1-2-3!!
Just visit the personal webpage of Hyde Park’s webmaster,

David Centanni, which includes a link to donate ONLINE!!
http://www.1112welch.com/walk2008/walk.htm
Credit cards are accepted at this secure site. Help David

meet his 2008 goal of raising $1100! Remember — all dona-
tions are tax deductible.

If you have questions about David’s involvement or wish
to join the team, email dcentann@myway.com  — submitted
by David Centanni

http://www.hydeparkunited.org
mailto:president@hydeparkunited.org
http://www.1112welch.com/walk2008/walk.htm
mailto:dcentann@myway.com
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1311 Willard, Suite 1 ✦ Houston, Texas 77006-1111

713.522.4546
FAX 713.529.9554 ✦ WEB www.laserinktx.com

HOURS  Mon–Fri 8:30AM–5:30 PM

Toner & Ink Jet
New & Compatible

Printer Repairs
Fast & Affordable

Since

1988

Property Taxes TOO HIGH?
I’m a Neartown resident and can help.

Flat fee.  Call for a free review.

Property and Other Tax Consulting

Laura Mullen
Mullen Consulting, LLC
1922 Lexington Street

(713) 526-5978
 lmullen@mullenconsultingllc.com

Yesterday’s Service
Today’s Technology

$14.95 Oil & Filter Change
with this Ad

1759 Westheimer
Houston, Texas 77098

Fax 713-529-8065
713-529-5855AAA Approved

There at 1705 Waugh Drive it stands
as it has for over 67 years. No, it is not a
funeral home or an abandoned build-
ing; I’m referring to the Waugh Drive
Baptist Church. A great place to worship
the Lord, we have services each Sunday
morning at 10 and 11 A.M. as well as
Sunday evening at 5 P.M. There is also a
mid week prayer meeting on Wednes-
days at 7 P.M.

The church was originally founded
by Pastor Harold T. Pultz in 1940 and
has enjoyed a long and colorful history
at the same location there on the cor-
ner of Waugh and Peden. In all those
years the church has only had two pas-
tors, Brother Pultz and Brother Arnold
Lopez, who assumed the leadership af-

Waugh Drive Baptist Church: 67 years old & going strong
ter Pastor Pultz went on to glory in 1997.
Just recently the membership agreed to
call Brother Lee Gonzales as the assis-
tant Pastor.

If you would like a break from the
big church atmosphere that is so com-
mon today, we want to invite you to at-

tend one of our services. We are distin-
guished by a love for the Lord and His
Word, and by the fact that everyone will
know your name at Waugh Drive Bap-
tist. We look forward to seeing you real
soon. 713-522-9003

—submitted by Lee Gonzales

Waugh Drive Baptist Church at the corner of Waugh and Peden

The Buffalo Bayou Regatta, the largest kayak and canoe race in Texas, is coming Saturday, March 8. The Regatta is a great way to see
Houston from a whole new angle. Join in the fun at the 35th annual 15-mile canoe and kayak race through the heart of our city. The race
starts at 9 AM at 7700 San Felipe near Voss and ends at Sesquicentennial Park adjacent to the Wortham Theater Center. Parking is available
in the Theater District parking garage and metered street parking. To learn more, visit http://www.buffalobayou.org/eventsrec.html or
contact Trudi Smith at 713.752.0314 or tsmith@buffalobayou.org.

Texas’ largest kayak and canoe race coming March 8 to Buffalo Bayou

mailto:lmullen@mullenconsultingllc.com
http://www.laserinktx.com
http://www.buffalobayou.org/eventsrec.html
mailto:tsmith@buffalobayou.org
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LINA’S
CLEANING

SERVICE

(713 528-2791
REFERENCES    REASONABLE RATES   SINCE 1989

BLOCK CAPTAIN, HYDE PARK UNITED C.A.
832-282-5462 (LINA)

W.K. HILL AWNING CO.
Custom Manufacturers of Canvas Goods - Since 1894

713-526-1347
Awnings • Canopies • Privacy Panels • Cushions

Free Estimates

Billie Bowman, our own ‘Singing Barber’ — and much more
Yes, Billie Bowman (see ad in this newsletter) is not only a barber, but she also sings, writes books,

is a public speaker, volunteers at hospitals, and teaches defensive driving. What a combination of talents!
Bowman just opened her barber shop in the neighborhood (by appointment only) and has three books to
her name, the latest one entitled Abuse Buster: The Second Step: A Spiritual Solution for Healing the
Adult Symptoms of Childhood Abuse (available online at amazon.com or barnesandnoble.com). She
also has several inspirational CD’s. For an audio sampling, go to http://defensivedrivingtx.com. Give her
a call if you want her services as a barber, need a defensive driving class, or need a inspirational speaker.

Can you provide Sarah a temporary home? Or help with her vet bills?
Does someone have space to provide a short-term home for Sarah, a 62-lb. bright-eyed Shepherd/Lab mix?

Sarah was rescued from a neglected home in the area, and needs a quiet environment away from other dogs to
recover. She is now at West Alabama Animal Clinic. If someone can provide space, I* will be the real caretaker.
Sarah is on antibiotics and is being treated for heartworms. We are asking for donations to help defray the cost
of her medical treatment. Even $10 will help!  Drop off or send money to the West Alabama Animal Clinic (2030
West Alabama, 713-528-0818) for “the dog Sarah Bogel” or contribute via PayPal using email account
mwan@thomasandwan.com.  — submitted by * Camille Bogel, 1204 Willard  camille@klodosky.com.

http://defensivedrivingtx.com
mailto:mwan@thomasandwan.com
mailto:camille@klodosky.com
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Flowers Etc. by Georgia
All Occasions

Georgia Lakey

1818 Waugh Drive, Houston, TX 77006
Cell 713-724-5391   Fax 713-526-1591

713-524-3989

The January meeting
featured a presentation
by Officer Mark
Coleman from the Bur-
glary and Theft Division

of HPD.  Not only is Coleman familiar with
burglary and theft in our neighborhood, he
lives within the inner loop.  In addition to
home burglary and theft, Coleman handles
cases dealing with ID theft, auto theft, bur-
glary of motor vehicles, and cases covering
the Central Business District.

He pointed out that there were a total of
27,000 city wide reports of burglary last year.
In response to the question: what can we do to
help HPD if we are a victim of a burglary, he
suggested (a) look for evidence – what can be
proven; (b) be aware of finger prints, DNA,
and items left at the crime scene; (c) help with
the search for witnesses.

In response to the question: what can
we do to help prevent burglaries: (a) lock
doors and windows; (b) install a security
burglar system; (c) lock autos, put cars in
garages, close garage doors (FYI – it’s called
burglary if the perpetrator enters the pre-
mises of your house or garage); (d) home
lighting – install a motion detector or light
timer; (e) break-down boxes that contained
major appliances that you purchased and put
them the cardboard in trash bins; (f) record
S/N’s of your appliances; and (g) use HPD
Alert Slips when you leave town.

Officer Coleman also spoke about HPD’s
Home Burglary Prevention “Residential Se-
curity Report Card”.  This score card will be
utilized by police officers to randomly inspect
residences, and report to the resident whether
they passed or failed their Residential Secu-
rity Inspection.

At the meeting we also heard from HPD

PIP
Report

JAN 2007

Central 1 Division Captain Mark Holloway, as
he reported on the HPD activity for the past
month.  He did tell us that crime statistics
were down in 2007 when comparing the same
period in 2006, but that thefts were up.  A
new criminal activity they are seeing is thieves
stealing large, black automated trash bins,
and then robbing homes, putting what they’ve
stolen in the trash bins, and rolling them out
of the neighborhood.  He also reported a rob-
bery by three suspects on W. Alabama one
evening, and all three were apprehended that
same evening on the premises of Covenant
House.  Holloway also clarified that the 802
Storefront on Westheimer is simply “un-

manned” on the weekends, not closed, i.e.
there is no one staffing the front desk.

As a reminder, please report or fax to
the Storefront, your non-emergency com-
plaints or problems utilizing the Central Dis-
trict One PIP “Citizen Complaint Form,” a
copy of which is available on our website.  Fax
the form to (713) 284-8616

The purpose of PIP (Positive Interaction
Program) is to facilitate an exchange of in-
formation between the Police Department and
neighborhood residents, using monthly com-
munity meetings as a forum.  The next regu-
lar PIP meeting is March 26.

 — Reported by Tom Greer

How can you help the Police? Answers below.

Activity Street/Block Premises Date/Time

Murder None Reported

Rape None Reported

Robbery 1300 Fairview Road/Street/Sidewalk 12/22 – 08:50 pm
1400 W. Gray Bank Parking Lot 12/27 – 09:30 pm

Assaults 1400 W. Gray Unknown 12/02 – 1:00 pm
1500 W. Gray Unknown 12/14 – 12:30 pm
1500 California Other Parking Lot 12/08 – 02:30 pm

Burglary 1400 Indiana Multi-Plex Home 12/19 – 02:46 am
1500 California Apartment 12/03 – 01:13 am
1700 Commonwealth Bar/Night Club 12/04 – 04:00 am

Burglary of
Mtr. Vehicle 1100 Jackson Road/Street/Sidewalk 12/08 – 11:30 pm

1100 Jackson Road/Street/Sidewalk 12/24 – 05:00 pm
1200 W. Drew Multi-Plex Home 12/28 - Midnight
1200 Westheimer Other Parking Lot 12/28 – 10:20 pm
1500 W. Gray Driveway 12/05 – 05:00 pm
2500 Montrose Blvd. Alley 12/13 – 08:00 pm
1100 Westheimer Bar Parking Lot 12/30 – 11:00 pm
1400 Missouri Other Parking Lot 12/08 – 10:00 pm
1500 Hyde Park Blvd. Road/Street/Sidewalk 12/13 – 03:00 pm

Au to theft 1200 Willard Residence/House 12/20 – 10:00 am
1200 Fairview Bar 12/22 – 10:45 pm
1300 W. Gray Bar Parking Lot 12/19 – 10:00 am
1400 W. Gray Strip Center Park. Lot 12/03 - Midnight

Narcotics None Reported
DWI 1100 California Road/Street/Sidewalk 12/10 – 12:40 am

1300 W. Gray Unknown 12/02 – 11:28 pm

NEIGHBORHOOD CRIME STATS: DEC. 2007
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INTRODUCTION
The February 2008 meeting of the Hyde

Park United Civic Association was held in con-
junction with a Valentine’s Day potluck dinner
and Neighborhood Traffic Project presentation
at Grace Lutheran Church on Monday, Feb. 4.

Kathy Schipper welcomed the group
and introduced Gary Drabek, a guest speak-
er from the city’s Department of Public Works
& Engineering Traffic & Transportation Divi-
sion. Kathy announced that any new Hyde Park
United business would be postponed until the
March meeting.
NEIGHBORHOOD TRAFFIC
PROJECT PROGRAM

GARY DRABEK’s presentation detailed
the history and purpose of the city’s Neighbor-
hood Traffic Project Program. The program
is designed to help residential neighborhoods
reduce and manage cut-through traffic using
physical devices that alter traffic patterns re-
sponsibly, without denying access to emergen-
cy vehicles. Drabek outlined the following steps
that Hyde Park United (HPU) would take to
initiate the Neighborhood Traffic Project:

1. Submit an application: One or more
property owners or residents, or an authorized
representative of the HPU association can ini-
tiate this process. The Department of Public
Works & Engineering reviews the application
and determines if the City can move forward
with the program, based on several criteria.
(These criteria and other details are explained
in the City of Houston Neighborhood Traffic
Project brochure.) If the neighborhood is se-
lected for consideration, it must hold three
public meetings.

2. First Public Meeting: At the first pub-
lic meeting, Drabek said, “We send out a no-
tice to everybody who lives in the neighbor-
hood.” The Department explains the program
to those present and ascertains the neighbor-
hood-planning boundary, and then notifies all
property owners/residents who attended the
meeting. If there appears to be interest, Hyde
Park is asked to select a Neighborhood Traffic
Committee who can represent it. This commit-
tee will work with City staff to develop a work-
able traffic plan.

3 & 4. Traffic Study and Concept Plan:
After the first public meeting, the City will de-
termine the scope of traffic problems in Hyde
Park. They will analyze the number of cars
coming in (compared to the number that

should be coming in), traffic flow, and where
speeding is a problem. Then the City and Hyde
Park representatives (and possibly the Fire
Department) will devise a conceptual mitiga-
tion plan to reduce traffic to a tolerable level.

5. Second Public Meeting: At this
meeting, residents submit public comments
about the approved concept plan. (They can
continue submitting comments for 14 days
after the meeting.) After the second public
meeting, an ordinance mandates that the City
implement the concept plan and test its mer-
its by installing temporary traffic control de-
vices for at least 90 days.

6. Third Public Meeting: After a 14-
day comment period following the third pub-
lic meeting, Hyde Park residents can give feed-
back on the temporary fixes to the traffic prob-
lem. After this period, the department direc-
tor approves all or part of the concept plan,
subject to City Council approval.

After presenting the program, Drabek
highlighted traffic problems in other neighbor-
hoods and circulated pictures of such solu-
tions as plantable islands, narrowed two-way
entrances, corner medians, entrance islands,
exit-only medians, 911 Emergency Access, traf-
fic circles, perpendicular directional islands,
and diagonal directional islands.

Then Drabek and colleagues addressed
questions and concerns about speed bumps,
stop signs, and street parking. They also dis-
cussed the City’s Speed Bump Program, explain-
ing that the City is not authorized to reduce the
speed limits. However, the state legislature is
considering legislation to allow cities to legally
reduce speeds, Drabek said. He discussed the
option of installing speed cushions.

Stop Signs
Neighborhoods can apply for new stop

signs by requesting them through the City’s 311
hotline.  Drabek’s colleague addressed com-
plaints about the unsafe corners of Van Buren
and Bomar, and Van Buren and Peden,
which need stop signs. In order to alleviate the
traffic and speeding problem for residents of
Bomar, for example, the City has to follow state
Department of Transportation regulations.  The
presenters highlighted the state’s distinctions
between unwarranted and warranted stop
signs, and the fact that people ignore or run
unwarranted stop signs and tend to comply with
warranted stop signs. All-way stop signs need
to conform to Federal Highway Administration

rules requirements, and stop signs aren’t in-
stalled to control speed.

Bill Pesota’s question about how Hyde
Park could get new stop signs at interior streets
such as Van Buren prompted a lively discus-
sion that is too long to reproduce here. (Bomar
residents are justifiably concerned because
southbound drivers turning left onto Bomar
often travel 40 mph to reach Montrose Blvd. A
pedestrian was hit at the end of January while
trying to cross Bomar at the corner of Van
Buren.) Drabek noted that there are DOT pa-
rameters about traffic volume that the City must
follow before it can add new stop signs.

Parking
If a street is less than 20 feet wide, the City

can restrict parking on both sides. If a street is
less than 27 feet wide, the City can take parking
off one side of the street. The group also discussed
the problem that occurs when cut-through traffic
on Bomar sideswipes mirrors of residents’ parked
cars. They addressed the option of using residen-
tial parking permits and No Parking signs to re-
duce bar and restaurant parking.

Other problems discussed included cars
that travel the wrong way on Waugh and Com-
monwealth (both are one-way streets); sig-
nals facing the wrong direction at Welch and
Waugh; and the need for more One-Way Street
signs. (The City has a brochure detailing the
effects of putting in new stop signs in areas
with various traffic situations.)

After residents and the speakers discussed
how the City could address egregious prob-
lems piecemeal, Drabek advised that HPU
would do best to tackle its traffic problems
comprehensively through the Neighborhood
Traffic Project. “The process allows the city
to take the lead, take the pulse of everyone in-
volved, and alert public officials,” he said. “By
fixing just one solution, you may create other
problems. Taking a holistic approach is bet-
ter.” The group agreed that Hyde Park should
submit an application to the program.

NEW BUSINESS
Kathy asked for a motion to vote on elect-

ing Cynthia Greenwood to the position of Sec-
retary.  After she obtained a second to the mo-
tion, the motion carried. Then there was a
motion to adjourn the meeting, which was sec-
onded. The meeting was adjourned.

Submitted by Cynthia
Greenwood, Secretary

Hyde Park United Civic Association Meeting Minutes: Feb. 4, 2008
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Botox Restylane Laser Treatments Medi-facials
Peels  Microdermabrasions IPL-facials

Acne Treatments

Christine S. Cheng, M.D.

NUVEAU
Medical Aesthetics

8 1 0  W a u g h  D r i v e , S u i t e  2 0 4  -  H o u s t o n ,  T X  7 7 0 1 9
Vo i c e  ( 7 1 3 )  5 2 6 - 1 2 2 0       F a x  ( 7 1 3 )  5 2 6 - 1 2 6 5

N u v e a uM e d S p a . c o m

New Neighborhood
Barbershop

For Appointment: (713) 942-0956

1329 Peden St., Houston 77006

Licensed Master Barber
Billie Bowman: Owner/Operator

Bomar Dan Schnorr 832-455-7135
California/Westheimer Kathleen Schipper 713-522-2538
Commonwealth Neal Boggiano 713-524-5795
Commonwealth Apts. Libby Cook 713-522-0584
Fairview/Van Buren Tom Greer 713-526-9149
Hyde Park & Hyde Park Apts. Linda Carter 713-524-2952
Hyde Park Crescent Carlos Fernandez 713-520-7017
Hyde Park Townhomes Jean Garwood 713-807-1228
Indiana/Yupon Terry Higgs 713-529-6935
Jackson Doug Prince 713-471-6816
Maryland Chris Lemus 713-528-1673
Michigan Tom Whitworth 713-523-8035
Missouri Jeanne Wallace 713-528-0834
Montrose Sara Fernandez 713-520-7017
Peden/Haddon/Van Buren Randy Stadler 713-524-2756
Vermont Peter Forbes 713-527-0948
Waugh Sue Chin 713-522-3231
Welch Scott Whitley 713-545-1497
West Drew Alice McCarthy 713-521-5807
W Gray/Hazel Scott & Lina Rigrod 713-528-2791
Willard Camille Bogel 713-526-7625
Yoakum OPEN TBA

BLOCK
CAPTAINS

Our Garbage Collection
and Recycling Schedule
Garbage & Yard Trimming Collection:

Every Monday (except holidays)
Recycle: Every other Tuesday (except as noted*).
Please note – Your automated container & recycling bin should
be at your curb by 7 a.m. and removed by 10 p.m., on your col-
lection day.  If it appears it may rain, do not put out your newspa-
pers for recycling, as the city cannot recycle wet newspapers.  Glass
is NOT accepted curbside.

The recycling schedule
           for March 2008

Check the city’s trash pickup and recycling schedule online at:
http://www.houstontx.gov/solidwaste/77006.html.

Heavy Trash: Second Tuesdays. March 11, April 8 and May 8

March 2008
Tuesday Mar. 11
Tuesday Mar. 25

Neal Boggiano
REALTOR

32 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

DIRECT: 713.296.7793
FAX: 713.296.5193

CELL: 713.516.7510
EMAIL: mertz01@sbcglobal.net

www.karpas.com

http://www.houstontx.gov/solidwaste/77006.html
mailto:mertz01@sbcglobal.net
http://www.karpas.com
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$37.50

1405 WAUGH DR.
Houston, TX 77019
Ph 713.526.2273
Fax 713.521.0124

rokk43@sbcglobal.net

From same originals,  Letter size,  Regular white paper

B/W

COLOR
or

FedEx
Authorized ShipCenter

Special

mailto:rokk43@sbcglobal.net


8 HYDE PARK UNITED • MARCH 2008

THE HYDE PARK UNITED CIVIC ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Date: ___________________  ( ) New Member  ( ) Renewal   Cost: $24 annually for residents and renters

Additional donation(s) of  __________ for Lamar Park and __________ for Neighborhood Protection

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone: ________________________Bus. Phone: ____________________________

E-mail: _____________________________________________________________________

Community Interests / Concerns:_______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

One vote per membership. The bylaws of Hyde Park United define who can be a member. Your annual member-
ship fee insures your voice will be heard in all matters concerning the area you have chosen to call home.
Through our newsletter and monthly meeting, you can be part of this beautiful, historic and growing area. Thank
you for joining and helping us build a “sense of community.”

Mail with your check with completed form to: Hyde Park United •  P.O. Box 66422 • Houston, TX  77266
You also can join online at www.hydeparkunited.org or bring this form with you to the next meeting.

JOIN YOUR NEIGHBORS — JOIN HYDE PARK UNITED

Thank you
for joining!

 Hyde Park March 2008
Yard of the Month

1501 MARYLAND
Congratulations to:

Kelly E. Strickland and Adams Marshall
[It is always a pleasure walking by their house, every-

thing is trimmed and clean no matter the time of year]

E-mail nominees for Yard of the Month to:
beautification@hydeparkunited.org

Help us honor the efforts of those working to keep Hyde Park beautiful.

HELP MAKE HYDE PARK EVEN MORE BEAUTIFUL
Donate materials or money for neighborhood art projects.

E-mail Beautification Committee Chair Christopher Kyle
McClain at beautification@hydeparkunited.org

Remember to vote in Texas Primary March 4
Texans will vote Tuesday, March 4, in primaries for Democratic and Republican candidates for office, including the upcom-

ing Presidential Election.
Local voting in the Democratic Party primary will be held from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at Grace Lutheran Church at Waugh and

Missouri. The local voting place for the Republican Primary will probably be the Houston Multi-Service Center on West Gray, but
that was not certain at press time for this newsletter.

You can double check the primary polling places later using web links at the respective websites for the local Democratic
(http://www.hcdp.org/) and Republican Parties (http://www.harriscountygop.com/).

Texans may cast the decisive votes March 4 in determining their party’s Presidential nominees. So get out there and vote!

http://www.hydeparkunited.org
mailto:beautification@hydeparkunited.org
mailto:beautification@hydeparkunited.org
http://www.hcdp.org
http://www.harriscountygop.com

