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The Hyde Park United Civic Association will hold its
next historic home tour in April of 2009. Proceeds from
the event will be used to maintain Lamar
Park, located south of Fairview
and west of Waugh Drive.
The Home Tour com-
mittee is requesting
volunteers who are
willing to have
their homes con-
sidered and
evaluated for the
next tour. ÒWe need
a good variety of
homes on the tour so
we can represent the di-

Hyde Park plans Home Tour for April 2009
Proceeds will be used to maintain Lamar Park

versity of our neighborhood,Ó says Kathy Schipper. The
committee plans to put together a great tour showing

HPUÕs architectural variety. Start think-
ing about putting your own

home on the tour. Please
e-mail Allyson

Wilkinson, Home
Tour Committee
Chair, at the e-mail
address shown
below the photo
to volunteer your
home for consid-

eration.
Ñ submitted by

Cynthia Greenwood

E-mail hometour2009@hydeparkunited.org to volunteer your home for Hyde ParkÕs 2009 Home Tour

One of several
lovely homes
featured in
Hyde ParkÕs
2006 Home

Tour
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LINA’S
CLEANING

SERVICE

(713 528-2791
REFERENCES    REASONABLE RATES   SINCE 1989

BLOCK CAPTAIN, HYDE PARK UNITED C.A.
832-282-5462 (LINA)

Eulogy for an Oak Tree
Development killed another decades-old Hyde Park oak

tree recently, but not just any oak. This one stood a few feet
from the back door of my house. So its destruction was
just not another statistic in HoustonÕs shrinking tree
canopy.

This was the death of an old friend.
I lived and grew with that tree for 25 years.

I watched its leaves bud every spring, laid un-
derneath its shade in the summer, listened to its
acorns hit my roof, and trimmed its branches. I had a longer
relationship with that tree than with many people in my life.

Unfortunately, the tree grew at the very edge
of my property line. Oh, a smidgeon of it crossed
the line onto my property, but just a smidgeon. The tree sat so
exactly at the edge of the property that my partner and I had to
build our fence around it 20 years ago.

So I had a long-term relationship with that oak tree. Yet it
was killed with no fanfare, no announcement, no chance to
prepare for its loss. Cut down and tossed into a wood chipper,
it is yet another victim to redevelopment in our neighborhood.

And as far as I know, its destruction violated Hyde ParkÕs
deed restrictions. The tree certainly exceeded the size require-

ments for protected trees, and I know of no permission being
granted by the civic association to cut it down. Whether there

will be consequences remains to be seen.
What now? I suppose I could plant another oak
tree next to the stump of the other one. I do plan
on becoming involved in Hyde ParkÕs Fall Tree
Planting, which will be discussed at the April
meeting. Perhaps helping to plant a few siblings

to my dead friend will help. Hard to say.
If nothing else, this allows me to remember a life, cut

down in its prime. Ñ submitted by George Sroka
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Flowers Etc. by Georgia
All Occasions

Georgia Lakey

1818 Waugh Drive, Houston, TX 77006
Cell 713-724-5391   Fax 713-526-1591

713-524-3989

The February meeting
featured a presentation
by Ms. Stefanie Mingo,
who is a supervisor for
Districts 1 and 2, for the
Neighborhood Protec-
tion Division of the

Houston Police Department. Mingo discussed
(a) nuisances such as high weeds, trash, rub-
bish, etc,, visible on private property; (b) junk
motor vehicles Ð meaning non-operable ve-
hicles; not ugly ones; (c) dangerous build-
ings Ð falling down, vacant and open; (d)
minimum standards Ð requiring landlords to
maintain properties so tenants have a decent
place to live: leaky roofs, mold, inoperable
toilets and refrigerators are violations; (e)
graffiti Ð the most often reported violation.

As she reported, Neighborhood Protec-
tion can be contacted by calling 3-1-1. Every-
one is encouraged to get Service Request Num-
bers. Mayor White requires a 45-hour turn-
around on 311 NP requests. There are only
five inspectors, down from nine through at-
trition, but they are trying to replace them.

NP Inspectors donÕt drive around looking
for problems; they rely on our calls to 3-1-1 to
alert them to problems. You can also access 3-
1-1 online: www.houstontx.gov/police/npc.htm.
Ms. Mingo also said if we donÕt get satisfaction
regarding NP issues, to call her directly at (713)
218-5653 or e-mail her at Stephanie.mingo-
byrd@cityofhouston.net.

As part of our regular meeting, we also
heard from HPD Central 1 Division Captain
Mark Holloway, as he reported on HPD activ-
ity for the past month. He told us there had
been 255 burglary of a motor vehicle (MBV)
reports in January in Central 1 (Montrose
area). The Chief wants to fix this, and there-
fore initiated a new ÒReport CardÓ program
whereby Officers will put them on parked cars
in the neighborhood, advising owners how

PIP
Positive
Interaction
Program

Report

secure they left their auto. He reported find-
ing one car that had a laptop, an iPod, and
other electronic items in clear sight É and
its door was unlocked, so the officer was able
to open the door and place the report card
on the driverÕs seat.

He told us that 1 out of 5 cars stolen in
Texas is stolen with its motor running, usu-
ally while the owner ran into a house or con-
venience store, etc. He also talked about a
huge drug and prostitution bust at 808 and
810 Francis at Milam, between Elgin
(Westheimer) and Alabama, by cops from our
own 802 Storefront office. There is another
HPD initiative called ÒClean SweepÓ where of-
ficers are closing down encampments along
White Oak Bayou at the I-10 and I-45 over-
passes and under the Pierce Elevated. And
weeds and brush are being cut to eliminate

hiding places, the labor for which is being
provided by jail labor courtesy of Neighbor-
hood Protection.

Please report non-emergency complaints
or problems to the Storefront utilizing the
Central District One PIP ÒCitizen Complaint
Form,Ó a copy of which is available on our
website. Fax the form (713) 284-8616.

The purpose of PIP (Positive Interaction
Program) is to facilitate an exchange of infor-
mation between the Houston Police Depart-
ment and neighborhood residents, using
monthly community meetings as a forum.
Hyde Park United falls within the boundary of
the Central Patrol/District One PIP Group and
meets the fourth Wednesday of every month
at the Police Officers Union Bldg, 1602 State
St. The next meeting is April 23, 2008. Ñ Re-
ported by Tom Greer

NEIGHBORHOOD CRIME STATISTICS: JAN. 2009
Activity Street/Block Premises Date/Time

Murder None Reported
Rape None Reported
Robbery 1400 Missouri Apartment 01/22 Ð 02:00 am
Assaults 1100 Bomar Road/Street Sidewalk 01/27 Ð 12:05 am
Burglary 1200 Jackson Residence/House 01/18 Ð 10:00 pm

1400 Hyde Park Apartment 01/10 Ð 08:00 am
1400 Welch Residence/House 01/10 Ð 7:40 am
1400 Vermont Apartment 01/16 Ð Midnight
1500 Fairview Residence/House 01/02 - Midnight

Burglary of
Mtr. Vehicle 1000 Westheimer Strip Center Park. Lot 01/09 Ð 01:30 pm

1100 Missouri Road/Street/Sidewalk 01/22 Ð 10:30 am
1300 Waugh Unknown 01/09 Ð 06:10 pm
1500 W. Gray Strip Center Park. Lot 01/20 Ð 02:00 pm
1500 W. Gray Other Parking Lot 01/24 Ð 07:30 pm
1500 W. Gray Other Parking Lot 01/24 -07:00 pm
1600 Montrose Pawn Shop 01/11 Ð 02:30 pm
1500 California Apartment Parking Lot 01/01 Ð 04:30 am
1500 California Apartment Parking Lot 01/05 Ð 11:00 pm
1600 Commonwealth Restaurant Parking Lot 01/19 Ð 11:00 pm

Auto theft 1200 Hyde Park Road/Street/Sidewalk 01/13 Ð 12:30 am
1400 Indiana Road/Street/Sidewalk 01/29 Ð 09:00 pm

Narcotics None Reported
DWI 1000 Westheimer Road/Street/Sidewalk 01/24 Ð 02:00 am

1200 Westheimer Road/Street/Sidewalk 01/24 Ð 12:53 am
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INTRODUCTION AND
OFFICER REPORTS

The March 2008 meeting of the Hyde
Park United (HPU) Civic Association was
held at Grace Lutheran Church on Monday,
March 3.

President Kathy Schipper read the
treasurerÕs report, prepared by Carlos
Fernandez. She requested a motion to ac-
cept the report as submitted. A motion was
made to accept the treasurerÕs report, fol-
lowed by a second. The motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS
Neighborhood Traffic Study
Kathy is gathering feedback about traf-

fic problems and related issues of concern
to residents of HPU. She has received 15
responses so far from people in the neigh-
borhood. The deadline for submitting con-
cerns about the traffic situation before HPU
applies for acceptance into the City of
HoustonÕs Neighborhood Traffic Pro-
gram is April 10, 2008.

Lamar Park
Jean Garwood, chairman of the

Lamar Park Committee, gave a report on
one of the funds that helps HPU maintain
Lamar Park. Currently the Houston Parks
and Recreation Board capital improvement
fund for the park has an unencumbered
balance of $6,463.12.  (This is separate
from the Hyde Park United fund that sup-
ports maintenance of the parkÕs flowers.)

Kathy talked about the need to put
money into improving the fountain in Lamar
Park on the east side of Waugh Dr. The group
also briefly discussed the challenge of main-
taining the Òend capÓ portion of Lamar Park

next to Hyde Park Crescent (west of Com-
monwealth and south of Fairview). A few
years ago, the neighborhood was forced to
shut off the water system that maintained this
end cap because it lacked a separate water
meter. In order to improve the end cap, the
group pondered the possibility of installing
a separate water meter.

Allyson Wilkinson suggested that we
investigate the cost of such a measure, along
with the cost of repairing the fountain.
Those present also discussed the impor-
tance of finding someone to adopt the
Lamar Park end cap.

Dolphin Fountain
The group discussed the need to re-

furbish the fountain area and how much it
would cost. Kathy pointed out that the en-
tire plumbing system needs to be redone,
reminding everyone that the fountain
plumbing had been revamped several times,
but not very effectively.

A question was raised about a past de-
cision to remove the crepe myrtles sur-
rounding the fountain, which consist of sev-
eral varieties. Kathy reminded the group that
the City talked about taking the crepe myr-
tles to another location. It was agreed that
all of the fountainÕs dolphins need new
plumbing, so the water spouting from each
will work properly.

The group also suggested putting brick
pavers around the pond. Right now the area
surrounding the fountain is very messy and
too muddy to walk on. They also discussed
adding new landscaping, such as palms, in
lieu of the crepe myrtles. The street curb
around the fountain also needs to be re-

done, which should be a City responsibili-
ty. Dan Schnorr noted that he wasnÕt able
to fix the dolphins correctly several years
ago, so the copper lines still get clogged. If
HPU moves forward with plans to overhaul
the fountain, Dan volunteered to get bids
from plumbers.

(In context of the above discussion,
one resident asked the group if HPU mem-
bers might reproduce a large neighborhood
map so those present at meetings could see
where places under discussion were locat-
ed. A map would help participants envision
where lots, parks, properties, and other
neighborhood amenities were located.)

Property Issues
Currently the lot at 1114 Bomar is be-

ing re-platted by the City into a single-fam-
ily dwelling to enforce the current deed re-
strictions. The current owner of that lot is
building a new home there.

NEW BUSINESS
Kathy informed the group the HPU will

conduct a home tour in 2009 and the neigh-
borhood has received commitments from
three homes on the tour. The HPU Board is
seeking Hyde Park homeowners interested
in having their homes considered for in-
clusion on next yearÕs home tour. If you are
interested, contact Kathy Schipper at
kathleencanty@sbcglobal.net.  (For more
details about the home tour, refer to the
article on page 2.)

There was a motion to adjourn the
March meeting, followed by a second. The
motion carried and the meeting adjourned.

Submitted by Cynthia Greenwood,
Secretary

Hyde Park United Civic Association Meeting Minutes: March 3, 2008

W.K. HILL AWNING CO.
Custom Manufacturers of Canvas Goods - Since 1894

713-526-1347
Awnings • Canopies • Privacy Panels • Cushions

Free Estimates
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Bomar Dan Schnorr 832-455-7135
California/Westheimer Kathleen Schipper 713-522-2538

Commonwealth Neal Boggiano 713-524-5795

Commonwealth Apts. Libby Cook 713-522-0584

Fairview/Van Buren Tom Greer 713-526-9149

Hyde Park & Hyde Park Apts. Linda Carter 713-524-2952

Hyde Park Crescent Carlos Fernandez 713-520-7017
Hyde Park Townhomes Jean Garwood 713-807-1228

Indiana/Yupon Terry Higgs 713-529-6935

Jackson Doug Prince 713-471-6816

Maryland Chris Lemus 713-528-1673

Michigan Tom Whitworth 713-523-8035

Missouri Jeanne Wallace 713-528-0834
Montrose Sara Fernandez 713-520-7017

Peden/Haddon/Van Buren Randy Stadler 713-524-2756

Vermont Peter Forbes 713-527-0948

Waugh Sue Chin 713-522-3231

Welch Scott Whitley 713-545-1497

West Drew Alice McCarthy 713-521-5807
W Gray/Hazel Scott & Lina Rigrod 713-528-2791

Willard Camille Bogel 713-526-7625

Yoakum OPEN TBA

BLOCK
CAPTAINS

Our Garbage Collection
and Recycling Schedule
Garbage & Yard Trimming Collection:

Every Monday (except holidays)
Recycle: Every other Tuesday (except as noted*).
Please note Ð Your automated container & recycling bin should
be at your curb by 7 a.m. and removed by 10 p.m., on your col-
lection day.  If it appears it may rain, do not put out your newspa-
pers for recycling, as the city cannot recycle wet newspapers.  Glass
is NOT accepted curbside. The recycling schedule:

Check the cityÕs trash pickup and recycling schedule online at:
http://www.houstontx.gov/solidwaste/77006.html

Heavy Trash: Second Tuesdays. April 8, May 13 and June 10

Neal Boggiano
REALTOR

32 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

DIRECT: 713.296.7793
FAX: 713.296.5193

CELL: 713.516.7510
EMAIL: mertz01@sbcglobal.net

www.karpas.com

New Neighborhood
Barbershop

For Appointment: (713) 942-0956

1329 Peden St., Houston 77006

Licensed Master Barber
Billie Bowman: Owner/Operator

Local resource for home
renovation now open

Located inside Historic Houston ofÞces at 1307 W. Clay
Street, the Catherine Cage Bruns Resource Center is now open.
Our new Resouce Center provides information and reference
material on local and regional architecture, HoustonÕs his-
toric neighborhoods, as well as do-it-yourself brochures for
those interested in repairing or restoring an older home. Hours
of Operation: 10:00am- 4:00pm Wednesday and Saturday.

April 2008 May 2008
Tuesday April 8 Tuesday May 6
Tuesday April 22 Tuesday May 20

Catherine
Cage Bruns
Resource
Center at
1307 W.
Clay Street
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$37.50

1405 WAUGH DR.
Houston, TX 77019
Ph 713.526.2273
Fax 713.521.0124

rokk43@sbcglobal.net
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COLOR
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THE HYDE PARK UNITED CIVIC ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Date: ___________________  ( ) New Member  ( ) Renewal   Cost: $24 annually for residents and renters

Additional donation(s) of  __________ for Lamar Park and __________ for Neighborhood Protection

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone: ________________________Bus. Phone: ____________________________

E-mail: _____________________________________________________________________

Community Interests / Concerns:_______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

One vote per membership. The bylaws of Hyde Park United define who can be a member. Your annual member-
ship fee insures your voice will be heard in all matters concerning the area you have chosen to call home.
Through our newsletter and monthly meeting, you can be part of this beautiful, historic and growing area. Thank
you for joining and helping us build a Òsense of community.Ó

Mail with your check with completed form to: Hyde Park United ¥  P.O. Box 66422 ¥ Houston, TX  77266
You also can join online at www.hydeparkunited.org or bring this form with you to the next meeting.

JOIN YOUR NEIGHBORS Ñ JOIN HYDE PARK UNITED

Thank you
for joining!

 Hyde Park April 2008
Yard of the Month

1317 PEDEN
Congratulations to:

Owner Mustafa Nergis
E-mail nominees for Yard of the Month to:

beautiÞcation@hydeparkunited.org

Help us honor the efforts of those working
to keep Hyde Park beautiful.

HELP MAKE HYDE PARK EVEN
MORE BEAUTIFUL

Donate materials or money for neighbor-
hood art projects. E-mail Beautification

Committee Chair Christopher Kyle McClain
at beautiÞcation@hydeparkunited.org

ARTS CALENDAR
Submit news to artscalendar@hydeparkunited.org

Origami demo May 3 at Path of Tea
Join Hyde Park origami artist Marguerite Belkin from 1-

3:30 on Saturday, May 3, for an origami jewelry trunk show
and sale at Path of Tea, 2340 West Alabama. Marguerite will
be demonstrating Origami during the event which has been
created on behalf of the Parkinson Society. Origami Lady Jew-

elry, Path of Tea, and LuciaÕs Garden will be donating their
proÞts that day. Shop for MotherÕs Day gifts, enjoy a pot of tea,
and help Þght ParkinsonÕs.

Art with wine at Salud! Winery
Come to Salud! Winery and see Bering & James stable

artists Diana AtcheteesÕ playful, yet thoughtful,depictions and
Emilie DuvalsÕ unique geometric sensibility through April 27.
Salud! Winery is located at 3939 Montrose, 713-522-8282.
For more on the artists, visit www.beringandjames.com


