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President’s Letter
Hello all,

I’ve received several inquiries from residents and artists
wondering whether we will have an Art Show in December
2007 or a Home Tour in April 2008. At the moment, we are
considering a plan for a combined Home Tour and Art Show.
So, the answer depends on how many volunteers we can mus-
ter to assume key aspects of the project.

All residents and artists are invited to attend a special meet-
ing to discuss the viability of the proposal and bat around ideas.
The meeting will be held Saturday, November 17, at 11 a.m. at
Niko Niko’s, 2520 Montrose. We will be at a long table in the
side room that fronts Missouri Street. I realize the date is get-
ting close to Thanksgiving, but this is the only weekend date I
have free until January.

Both events are great opportunities to showcase the homes
and artwork of Hyde Park residents These activities are labor
intensive, but nothing extremely difficult or requiring an ad-
vanced degree. I cannot do this by myself, nor do I know any-
one who can. We’re ALL “too busy” these days. So we’ve got to
work together to get this done. No one person can do all of it,
but several of us working together can make it happen.

Allyson Wilkinson and I have some good ideas on how to
host both events simultaneously to the benefit of ALL — but,
we need YOU to make it work!

And, if you’d like the Home Tour Selection Committee to
consider your home for April 2008 tour, please contact Kathy
Schipper at president@hydeparkunited.org SOON!

Thank you,
 Kathy Schipper, President, Hyde Park United

NEXT
MEETING:

Monday,
Nov. 5 at 7:15 PM
Grace Lutheran Church,
2525 Waugh Dr. @ Missouri

Other November meetings/events:
Art Show / Home Tour Planning Session
Saturday, Nov. 17, at 11:00 a.m.
Niko Niko’s Greek Restaurant
2520 Montrose Blvd.

Neartown Association Meeting
Tuesday, Nov. 27, at 7:00 p.m.
Cherryhurst Park Community Center
http://www.neartown.org/

Deadline for newsletter submissions: Mon., Nov. 26
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1311 Willard, Suite 1 ✦ Houston, Texas 77006-1111

713.522.4546
FAX 713.529.9554 ✦ WEB www.laserinktx.com

HOURS  Mon–Fri 8:30AM–5:30 PM

Toner & Ink Jet
New & Compatible

Printer Repairs
Fast & Affordable

Since

1988

Dinner
Andrew Rebori   -   Chef
1915 Dunlavy    Houston Texas 77006

713-304-8739

Just

Property Taxes TOO HIGH?
I’m a Neartown resident and can help.

Flat fee.  Call for a free review.

Property and Other Tax Consulting

Laura Mullen
Mullen Consulting, LLC
1922 Lexington Street

(713) 526-5978
 lmullen@mullenconsultingllc.com

Yesterday’s Service
Today’s Technology

$14.95 Oil & Filter Change
with this Ad

1759 Westheimer
Houston, Texas 77098

Fax 713-529-8065
713-529-5855AAA Approved

The District D and School Board
Candidate’s Forum was interesting —
though entertaining is a much better de-
scription. Abe Saavedra spoke at length
about the need for new bonds for the school
district. He says that HISD “already has the
money” and that “no new property tax in-
creases are needed.” So, why do they need
new bonds for $805,000,000 if they already
have it and where exactly will they get it?
The sum is hardly chump change. Hello,
Abe. Every kid knows that money doesn’t
grow on trees. It comes from taxpayers.

There is also highly unpopular talk of
HISD plans to tear down the historic
Wharton Elementary School on W Gray and
sell the property to developers. The
Neartown Association, parents, and area
residents are very much against this pro-
posal for reasons such as loss of
greenspace, loss of magnet programs, his-
toric preservation, and baseball. In addi-
tion, the Neartown Little League (NLL) has
an agreement with HISD to use the back
portion of the property as a baseball field.
Conrad Hilton (Paris’ uncle) donated
$200,000 to NLL for improvements to the

field. We all know that large tracts of land
are scarce within the area and the future of
the NLL is jeopardized by this ill-conceived
proposal. Mr. Saavedra was vague on
resident’s concerns for the property and
said that “all decisions would be made by
the school board.”

Before the meeting, a Neartown officer
received a call from the police wondering
if he thought it would be necessary to have
them present at the meeting. After Mr.
Saavedra spoke, it was pretty obvious why
the police were concerned.

Back to the forum. HPU submitted a list
of questions to the candidates in advance
of the forum so that each would have a fair
chance of researching and taking a posi-
tion on important issues facing the greater
Montrose area. The questions were as fol-
lows:

1. Do you favor zoning?
2. Do you think it’s time to allow

innerloopers to vote on zoning? If not, what
tools do you favor that are not currently
used by the City, in other words, do you have
any new ideas that would accomplish what
zoning achieves for other major cities?

3. What are you thoughts on controlled
development?

4. Do you think that the City’s policy of
defining a duplex as a single family resi-
dence is appropriate in this day and age?

5. Would you support the creation of a
separate council district for Montrose?

6. Do you support amending Chapter 42
of the City of Houston’s Code of Ordinances
to increase greenspace requirements for
new development?

7. Would you support a “minimal height
restriction” tool that would enable neigh-
borhoods to regulate height of new con-
struction?

The “answers” were very bizarre — as
was the attire (all but one made Blackwell’s
Top 10). In certain venues, such as the Laff
Stop, the candidates would have “taken
down the house” —but these bozos are
really running for office! It was all Bill
Pesota and I could do to keep from crack-
ing up.

At the end of the performance, one thing
was very clear to us: we need our own City
Council District! — submitted by Kathy
Schipper

City, school board candidate forum ‘entertaining’
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LINA’S
CLEANING

SERVICE

(713 528-2791
REFERENCES    REASONABLE RATES   SINCE 1989

BLOCK CAPTAIN, HYDE PARK UNITED C.A.
832-282-5462 (LINA)

W.K. HILL AWNING CO.
Custom Manufacturers of Canvas Goods - Since 1894

713-526-1347
Awnings • Canopies • Privacy Panels • Cushions

Free Estimates

Bartlett Tree Expert Company, which has
been long-standing in tree care excel-
lence, is celebrating its 100th Anniversary
this year by planting 100 trees at different
locations around the world.

In Houston, Lamar Park was selected
to be part of this celebration by receiv-
ing a Shumard red oak tree which does
well in this area and has beautiful red

color in the fall.
On Tuesday, October 2, the tree plant-

ing and dedication was held in Lamar
Park. In attendance were Bartlett Tree
Experts, representative Patrick Brewer, the
Southwest District Manager, and John
Jones, local office representative. Also
present were special guests Deborah Rule
from the Houston Parks Board, and

Michael Merritt, Regional Urban Forestry
Coordinator from the Texas Forest Service.

This tree is a wonderful gift to us from
the Bartlett Tree Experts Company and will
be a welcome addition, enhancing the
green space of our community for gen-
erations to come.

— submitted by Jean Garwood, Chair
of the Lamar Park Committee

LAMAR PARK NEWS:
  Bartlett Tree donates red oak to mark its 100th anniversary
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Flowers Etc. by Georgia
All Occasions

Georgia Lakey

1818 Waugh Drive, Houston, TX 77006
Cell 713-724-5391   Fax 713-526-1591

713-524-3989

Neal Boggiano
REALTOR

32 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

DIRECT: 713.296.7793
FAX: 713.296.5193

CELL: 713.516.7510
EMAIL: mertz01@sbcglobal.net

www.karpas.com

Bomar Dan Schnorr 832-455-7135
California/Westheimer Kathleen Schipper 713-522-2538
Commonwealth Neal Boggiano 713-524-5795
Commonwealth Apts. Libby Cook 713-522-0584
Fairview/Van Buren Tom Greer 713-526-9149
Hyde Park & Hyde Park Apts. Linda Carter 713-524-2952
Hyde Park Crescent Carlos Fernandez 713-520-7017
Hyde Park Townhomes Jean Garwood 713-807-1228
Indiana/Yupon Terry Higgs 713-529-6935
Jackson Doug Prince 713-471-6816
Maryland Chris Lemus 713-528-1673
Michigan Tom Whitworth 713-523-8035
Missouri Jeanne Wallace 713-528-0824
Montrose Sara Fernandez 713-520-7017
Peden/Haddon/Van Buren Randy Stadler 713-524-2756
Vermont Peter Forbes 713-527-0948
Waugh Sue Chin 713-522-3231
Welch Robin Moore 713-907-1117
West Drew Alice McCarthy 713-521-5807
W Gray/Hazel Scott & Lina Rigrod 713-528-2791
Willard Camille Bogel 713-526-7625
Yoakum OPEN TBA

BLOCK
CAPTAINS

Hyde Park Trash Pickup
and Recycling Schedule

Garbage & Yard Trimming Collection: Every Monday
(except holidays)

Recycle: Every other Tuesday (except as noted*).  The fol-
lowing is the recycling schedule for November:

Please note – Your automated container & recycling bin
should be at your curb by 7 a.m. and removed by 10 p.m., on
your collection day.  If it appears it may rain, do not put out
your newspapers for recycling, as the city cannot recycle wet
newspapers.  Glass is NOT accepted curbside.

If you do not have a recycle bin and would like to partici-
pate in the City’s Recycling Program, contact Tom Greer (713/
526-9149).  He will arrange for the City to deliver a recycle
bin to your home.

You can check out the city’s recycling schedule online at:
www.houstontx.gov/solidwaste/recycling-calendar.html.
On this website, our area is designated Tuesday A, Color

Code – Dark Yellow
Heavy Trash: Second Tuesday – the following is the sched-

ule for November and December:
Nov. 13 and Dec. 11

November 2007
Tuesday Nov. 06
Tuesday Nov. 20
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Introductions and Officer Reports

The October meeting of the Hyde
Park United Civic Association was held
at Grace Lutheran Church on Monday,
October 1.

After introductions, Carlos
Fernandez read the Treasurer’s Report,
discussing expenditures, ad revenues,
and new and renewing memberships.
The Treasurer’s Report was approved as
read.  The Secretary’s Report was ap-
proved as printed in the September
newsletter.

OLD BUSINESS
Lamar Park: Jean Garwood told

the group that Lamar Park had been se-
lected by the Bartlett Tree Experts to re-
ceive a free oak tree as part of their cen-
tennial celebration.  The oak, scheduled
to be planted and dedicated October 2,
was intended to replace the elm that
died. Jean also advised that park funds
were somewhat depleted by recent plant-
ing and weeding expenses. Until the new
plants were established, they would re-
quire a little extra TLC, she added.

Home Tour: Representatives of the
Home Tour Committee said they plan
to have the list of selected homes and
outstanding tasks defined by next month.
The status of the Home Tour will be cov-
ered in next month’s newsletter.

Neartown Anti-Crime Initiative Up-
date: Kathy Schipper advised that con-
cerned Neartown citizens are lobbying
for increased police presence in the
area. Efforts have focused on increas-
ing the operating hours of Neartown
police storefront and ramping up the
number of patrols in our area. Kathy also
advised that there is a proposal to imple-
ment an “early-warning indicator” ap-
proach to crime prevention currently in

place in NYC.  (This approach treats
minor crimes and infractions  — e.g.,
loitering — as signals of increased po-
tential for more serious crimes, and as
such emphasizes police attention to
these as a way to reduce that potential.)
Kathy noted that some interested groups
are currently seeking mayoral and coun-
cil candidates familiar with this ap-
proach.

Bill Pesota picked up on the dis-
cussion of political candidates to add
that not one of the current candidates
for District D is from the Inner Loop, let
alone Montrose. Concern was expressed
that this will compromise our area’s rep-
resentation in city politics, as candidates
from neighborhoods outside the Loop
are not as sensitive to our area’s issues.

The comments on area crime pre-
vention led to discussion of graffiti preva-
lence, with special attention to the re-
sponsibility of property owners to elimi-
nate any graffiti that shows up. Calling it
in to 311 was recommended as the best
approach. Attendees noted that Sherwin
Williams and the City will give prop-
erty owners free paint to cover graffiti.
Other attendees recommended video-
taping anyone caught tagging or creat-
ing graffiti to make prosecution easier.
Anecdotal evidence of large enraged
HPU residents waving hatchets and chas-
ing graffiti artists was informally pre-
sented, but not officially endorsed by the
organization. Though it may not be a
generally viable approach, it does ap-
pear to work for some people.

NEW BUSINESS
Halloween in the Park: HPU is plan-

ning to have a simple get-together at
Lamar Park on Halloween evening, be-
ginning about 7 pm.  With luck this will
become a neighborhood tradition. The

event will be BYOP (“P” for “Pumpkin”,
of course) and is suitable for children
of all ages.

Block Captain Appreciation Dinner:
Block captains and their guests will be
feasting at Aladdin’s on October 25.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
• A block captain is still needed

for Yoakum. Tom Greer and Kathy
Schipper are sharing the responsibil-
ity in the interim.

• A District D candidates’ forum
was scheduled for October 2nd at the
Women’s Center at 7pm. Keith
Caldwell – manager of Walgreen’s on
Montrose – was cited as a candidate who
would have the greatest familiarity with
our neighborhood’s issues. There was
some discussion of inviting some of
those candidates to our next meeting,
and of soliciting position statements
from the candidate to be included in the
next newsletter.

The meeting closed with discussion
of the status of this year’s Art Crawl, which
appears to be dead in the water, at least as
sponsored by HPU.  The large and vibrant
community of neighborhood artists does
want to do it, but no one  volunteered to
contribute the significant organizational
effort required (e.g., coordinating the art-
ists, getting articles in the newspaper/press
coverage, creating and posting flyers and
signs, definiting and distributing route
maps, etc.)  The Art Crawl is regarded by
many as a great neighborhood event and
it is hoped that volunteers step forward
early next year to help this neighborhood
tradition continue.

MEETING ADJOURNED.
Minutes submitted by Val

Schwebach, Secretary.

Hyde Park United Civic Association Meeting Minutes: Oct. 1, 2007
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Botox Restylane Laser Treatments Medi-facials
Peels  Microdermabrasions IPL-facials

Acne Treatments

Christine S. Cheng, M.D.

NUVEAU
Medical Aesthetics

8 1 0  W a u g h  D r i v e , S u i t e  2 0 4  -  H o u s t o n ,  T X  7 7 0 1 9
Vo i c e  ( 7 1 3 )  5 2 6 - 1 2 2 0       F a x  ( 7 1 3 )  5 2 6 - 1 2 6 5

N u v e a uM e d S p a . c o m

How to crack a car’s safety glass
Did that headline get your attention? It should. Burglary of a motor

vehicle continues to be the most frequent crime committed in the neigh-
borhood. There is nearly a 100% probability that your car will be vandal-
ized if you park on the street or open driveway — especially if left un-
locked. A locked garage is the safest place for your vehicle.

Recently, HPU learned of a method to soundlessly implode the safety
glass installed on new cars. For obvious reasons, the “how to” won’t be
printed here. And rest assured, your civic club president isn’t doing the
burglaries — although I may consider it for future fundraisers!

Remember, the guys burglarizing cars are also breaking into homes.
So let’s stop making it easy for them, please.  — Kathy Schipper

PHOTOS BY
CARLOS FERNANDEZ

2007 Block Captain
Appreciation Dinner

Oct. 25 at Aladdin
Mediterranean Restaurant
(912 Westheimer @ Montrose Blvd.)
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100 copies
  $4.50

 

$37.50

1405 WAUGH DR.
Houston, TX 77019
Ph 713.526.2273
Fax 713.521.0124

rokk43@sbcglobal.net

From same originals,  Letter size,  Regular white paper Bring this coupon before October 30, 2007

B/W

COLOR
or

FedEx
Authorized ShipCenter

Special
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THE HYDE PARK UNITED CIVIC ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Date: ___________________  ( ) New Member  ( ) Renewal   Cost: $24 annually for residents and renters

Additional donation(s) of  __________ for Lamar Park and __________ for Neighborhood Protection

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone: ________________________Bus. Phone: ____________________________

E-mail: _____________________________________________________________________

Community Interests / Concerns:_______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

One vote per membership. The bylaws of Hyde Park United define who can be a member. Your annual member-
ship fee insures your voice will be heard in all matters concerning the area you have chosen to call home.
Through our newsletter and monthly meeting, you can be part of this beautiful, historic and growing area. Thank
you for joining and helping us build a “sense of community.”

Mail with your check with completed form to: Hyde Park United •  P.O. Box 66422 • Houston, TX  77266
You also can join online at www.hydeparkunited.org or bring this form with you to the next meeting.

JOIN YOUR NEIGHBORS — JOIN HYDE PARK UNITED

Thank you
for joining!

Hyde Park Nov. 2007
Yard of the Month:

1211 BOMAR
Congratulations to Herschel

and Eileen Teper, owners
of 1211 Bomar.

Keep those nominations coming.
E-mail nominees for Yard of the

Month to Chris Kyle McLain,
Chair of the Beautification

Committee, at
beautification@hydeparkunited.org
Help us honor the efforts of those

working to keep Hyde Park
beautiful.

Be Kind to Your Neighbors:
Please silence your barking dogs and clean up your dog litter
A resident of Jackson Boulevard recently reported:
“I wanted to make you aware of a sud-

den increase of an old problem along my
street, and my yard it seems in particular –
dog litter.

Aside from the obvious inconvenience
and revulsion of stepping in someone else’s
refuse, we have a small child. Dog and cat feces contain harmful
bacteria which can lead to blindness in children, so this is

more than just a nuisance – it is a health hazard.”
Another resident on California offered this:

“Please get your pet into counseling? Your
neighbors are being driven crazy and may
soon have to enter therapy themselves !”

Keeping our neighborhood a safe, friendly
and pleasant place to live is our responsibility. So

dog owners: please silence your barking dogs and clean up
their litter.


